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SOLDIER BOYS
IN- FRANCE AND
= CANP WAITE HONE

JWELCOME LETTERS FROM *THE
BOYS" AT FRONT REACH
ANXIOUS ONES AT HOME.

Theile letters frol:; the u«;ﬁi‘nﬂ are
nteresting and we gladly -
lvi:ll;yt.hem. All we want 18 that my
be handed in to us at the office and in
time s0 we can get them in

pe, Send in your soldier letters
and let other folks read them,

A number of let-
ters reached this
city yesterday
morning from men
in cantonments in

this country and
from the trenches
and camps  of
France. They came to reassure anxious
mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters and |
friends that their boys were all right
at the last date of witing and were |
very welcome. . _ |

First letter is from Corp, Clarence
Bailey, son of Mr. and s, Chas.;
G. Bailey of the Banner-News force.
A part of Clarence’s letter had been |
torn out presumably by the censor. |
His letter 1s as follows:

April 16, 1918,

Dear Ones at Home: Received a
couple letters from you a couple of
days ago and seeing this will be my
only chance to send you a few lines
for some time I will get busy.

You are not getting many letters
from me these days but don't worry,
those Bush haven’ got a shell with
my name on it and | will try and see
that they don’t get one e¢ither; ha, ha.

Well, Y received your letter and the
Grand Rapidsg Press uyinf I was a
dead man and I want to #il you right
now | am the liveliest dead man that

ou ever saw.:l told you that they
ven't got my number, }

It must be getting like spring at
home now. t is when everything
is beautiful. It sure is great over
here now. It was quite a hively place
back home at this time last year:
have been gone over a year now. [
t the watch you sent me o. k. 1
ught one here from the Salvation
Army but 1 am going to see how
many francs I can get for it. T like
the one you sent best. It i= 6:36 |
now and at home it is afternoon.

I haven't seen any of the boys yet
but some of these Lys there will be
a great old meeting over here, yol
bet,

Tell Raye to write, I have lost his
address and 1 wanted to write him
a dozen times,

We are having some pretty bad
weather now. ' It rains all the time
and is pretty cold. I tried to send
a cablegram home when they had me
dead but we are in a bad place to do
anything like that and you are lucky
if you get a letter so nothing doing.
I guess some of the people thoui t
that was one fellow died running, ha,
ha. But don't wory for that don't
help me any you know. [I'm all right.

\E’e pretty near had an addition to
the family today. We have been
asked to adopt one of these orphans
over here. Jell, I kind of thought
over the matter and dad has quite a
few “star boarders” like I used to be
but there i always room in our
house for one more fuu know and mo-
ther hag loved us all so 1 may gather
one in. How about it?

There is an aeroplane right over
mwy head and it's quite low. We
are having giute an exciting trip and
perhaps you are reading about it. |
suppose the papers have the war won
by this time. There is an argument
about it going on now in camp but
ean't tell you anything. But this
much I can say, I have seen a mighty
lot of country since I left Belding and
[ am going to see a lot more for I am
one of the First Expeditionary Forces.

Well, my eandle is getting low but
I just wanted to tell you and all my
friends that I am one of the liveliest
Sammies you ever saw, Tell the
boys to get on the job and write. Wish
I could fly over and give Dana a ride.

Give alrmu_!'ri:-nds my best regards
and love to all the family. * Good
night,

four son gnd brother,

Corporal Clarence C. Bailey,
Co. A, 2nd Brig. M. G. Bu. First Ex-
peditionary Forces, France.

Mayor and Mrs. Elmer E. Fales
are also in receipt of mnother letter
from their son, Hugo, which is as

follows:
P May 6, 1918,
Dear Mother and Father: Just re-
ceived your last letter dated April 12
and also a nice package from
Hetherington. comes through
in quick shape but it takes quite a
little longer for packages to reach us.
At any rate they sure are welcome at
nl!‘l.times. - Yen, id“t: lnmmkleb‘i’l:
t per in rega pac
50 fug. we have had no orders regarding
sume.l got the papers you sent at
ilmtngimugthem%ndt ey Are very
nteresting to me, rom ngs
seem to be running along at home as
It is sl.llrprising that more of

. t sure amuses m
that come over think at
have to do is get to the front
over but after

Mr, | when their

presen
and | membership in congress?” W. B.
Travis, l-L. 4

for one's own con-

sumption, but I not allow of

being sold at soft drink ebtablish-
ar in any other way or place.

In the southern part of the state dan-

delion growing was started for the

manufacture of wire on a Ia

and the recent ruling will

industry greatly. AR

FORMER HOSPITA

of dandelion

HEAD 1S NOW SHFE
N FRANGE

MISS JEAN CLARK, WELL KNOW
L OCAL GIRL, IS WITH HOS.
PITAL UNIT “Q."

N

Miss Jean Clark, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Irvin Clark of West May
street, a former superintendent of the
Belding hospital, is now safe in
France and her many loeal friends will
be glad to read the following letter
:hli{h she has written to her parents

¢

on one of the Cunard liners and evi-
dently enjoyed the trip greatly as will

Dear Folks at Home: am en
route and have been given the privilege
but little. 1 know you are going to
be glad to just see my writing when

We are having such a good time;
it's wonderful to out on the ocean

For about three days we were in a
heavy fog and made very little pro-
around and see nothing but B was

ifled and we
could see the sun, I think a fog at
sea is worse than at home for you can
selves,

Very few of us have been sick; it
fine things to eat and all our girls a
feeling fine, :
have dances on deck. I spend all
day out there alg’lflnr two blankets
tucked in and just sit and read or
wonder just what every one is doing
months.)

Evenings we play cards and have

Miss Clark wrote the letter while

be seen from her letter:
I

of writing this note although Fun tell
you know I am at sea.
for the first time.
gress; could hear boats whistling all
beautidul when it li
see things—here nothing but our-
has been so smooth; we are '_rellting

The band plays every day and we
come very good; Tt's nice to get all
at home, (I've been gone nearly two
concert inside; altogether we are very

ha{npy. :

Ve are trying to have as good a
time as we can and not dwell on all
that is so near shead for us.

Must not ramble on any more and
will write you as soon as I can again
but don't get anxious if it seems like
a long time You ecan send this to
Louise and it will do for both.

Lots of love and 1 am in good bﬁ:dl
and I have faith that I'll soon be back
to you all safe.

Jean.

When the Black Man’s Life Was Cheap

A reader hands in the following no-
tice of a public auction sale held in
Pike county, Missouri, some{venrs ago:

PUBLIC SALE—State of Missouri,
County of Pike, to whom it may con-
cern: The undersigned will on Tuoes-
day, Aug. 29, 1846, sell at public out-
ery, for cush on premises, where Cook
creck crosses the old Missouri road
the following chatles, to-wit:

6 yoke of oxén with yoke and
chain;-2 wagon beds; 2 nigger wench-
e¢s; 4 buck niggers, 3 nigger boys; 2
prairie plows; 25 steel traps; 1 bar-
rel pickled cabbage; /1 hogsiwnd of
tobacco; 1 lot of nigger shoes; 1 spin-
ning wheel; 1 loom; 13 fox hounds and
a lot of other articles. | am gwine
to Califorgia. James Smith ,owner.
Richard rr, cryer.

Free headcheese, apples and hard
cider,

Yes, by the way, that sale was some
few years ago—before'the brave boys
of the north had to show some people
in the south that one mans' life was
just as valuable as another's even if a
white skin did cover the ome. Just
travel back and think, mothers, of the
anguish of those two negro women
three boys were sold away
from them and note that the “niggers
referred to and listed as chattels took
second rank with oxen—other beasts
of burden. Pickled cabbage is per-
haps a barrel of saverkraut and the
traps and fox hounds tell us that
James Smith, owner, believed in re-
creation for himself atsleast. Then
think of the great turpout a ‘free
lunch at nooh” such as the one adver-
tised would bring out if it were to take
place in these days—and we'll wager
A cookie that there would be plenty
of headcheese and apples left over for
another auction in times

drought.
East Otisco Farmers' Club.
Program for the West Otisco Far-
mers’ club June 6:
pong by the club. .

the * cr#n
tion—Miss Arthalene Tuttle,
Oration, “Our Country™—Edward
ROWI..

Song te, Fred L. Reeves,
Herbert Mrs, Geo. Hall, Mra.

Tuttle,
noﬁon. Thomas J. O'Brien is out with
a statement favoring tho reelection of
all congressmen and senators, hence
the question for discussion, ould
it be advisable to retain the t

re |
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Due to the rush of work attendant
u moving and combining the two
offices last week we forgot to say
anything about the great Charity
ball, which is being held in Crawferd
hall tonight. The blame for this rests
no one but ourselves and is entirel
oversight due to too much wor
last week, hence we absolve ourselves
fr all cussing and blame for the.
fadlt and hope everybody buys a tick-
et and goes to the Charity ball. The
money goes to a good and worthy
cause,

10 INPROVE THE
CONDITIONS ON
DANGERDUS ROAD

CITY TO PAY OUT BIG AMOUNT
TO STRAIGHTEN AND CUT
DOWN CANNON'S HILL.

City Street Commissoner James
Meginlﬂej has a force of men busy on'
the road improvement job just south
of Cannon's ereek, on the hill between
St, Joseph’s Catholic cemetery and
Riverridge cemetery, carrying out the
plans of the street commitace of the
council for a great and long needed
improvement in the conditions of the
hill and the gsharp bend in the road at
the top of the south hill,

The plan of Chairman Purdy of the
street committtee and his fellow com.
mitteemen is to cut the high bank

to the east side of the south hill dewn, Th

throw the road bed over to the ea:t]
from where it is at present, abous |
20 feet, cut the hill down about 1uv
feet and raise the bridge over the
ecreek approximately six feet The
cutting down and filling in process ia'
on now and the job, although a big
one gnd entailing an enormous outlay
of labor and money will be pushed to
completion, -

The road as improved will be very
mmrlgr3 straight instead of the danger-
ous “8"” sha curve and a very near-
l{ clear view will be had in place of
the obstructed one at present,

The contemplated cost is in
neighborhood of $4,000.

A Teacher's Simple Duties.

the

A school teacher is a person who
teaches things to people when they are
young.

The teacher comes to school at 8:30
o'clock and when she has enough
children for a mess in hegroom, she
teaches them reading, writing, geo-
graphy, grammar, arithmetie, music,
drawing, cooking, board sawing, cro-
cheting, deep breathing, bird calls,
scientific euhing.ipliriouam. plain and
fancy bathing, fordstry, civics and
other sciences too numerous to men-
tion. When school is out she stays
behind with five or six of the worst
scholars and tries to save the state the
ob of reforming them later on, After !

t she hurries home to make herself |
a new dress BNA a hasty sup-
gr before going back to attend a lec-

re by an mrud specialist on the
history of | law in Patagonia,
which the guperintendent thinks mny]
ﬂvo her some information which may

useful in her school work some day.

A great many lecturers roam the

country preying on school teachers
of them
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MAKES A VIS T0
JESSE JAMES GAVE

INTERESTING LETTER FROM A
FORMER LOCAL GIRL TELLS
OF EXPERIENCES,

Miss Ruby Cameron, daughter of
Mrs. Daniel Camerdn, of the north
side, has written her mother a letter
which the Banner-News is pleased to
publish this week.

Miss Cameron w
by her mlrz‘fqiand. rre, having gone
to Grand ids a pumber of years
ago where she mog‘p a course in

be remembered

nursing and some timp ago she enlist-

ed a8 o Red Cross nurse.  She is lia-

hle to go to France st any time, or she | FRED CONDON, SON OF ED. CON- |1i5t in the natign. 3

may be kept in-this country to care
for wounded soldiers who may be
brought here from the bloody battle-
fields across the seas.

Miss Cameron's letter is as follows:

Jefferson Barracks, May 18, 1918,

Dear +Mother: Well, it's one a. m.
and has been raining since about 8 p.
m. I am not busy and the nights
drag out pretty long.

Yesterday I had letters from Hazel
and Reub. Reub has bought back
the drug store and hasn't much help
s0 is working hard.

Did T tell you I got my cape and
caps from Washrington? The caps
are not very different from my others
and have a Red Cross on the front.
e capes are dark bMe broadcloth
with a scarlet lining, come about to the
knees. They are nice and look good
with a uniform; have a military col-
lar. Sonow I have the uniform com-
plete.

Today had letters from Edythe and
Eliza. No special news in either
one of them.

They are building us new guar-
fers right in edge of woods, ard cut-
t'ng trees down for therground. Ex-
E@ct it will be just an ordinary bunk

ouse only partitioned off into rooms.
They say it will be ready in three
weeks, All the buildings here (ex-
cept the bunk houses), are bright red
brick and white trimming and amon

"s0 much green and trees looks rea

pretty.
Well, yesterday morninﬁ
took a hike out to Jesse

RED CAOSS RURSE

|

|
|

Doubles Advertising Space.

Gordan H, Cilley
wﬂ- of the Philtdejphin store of John

anamaker, announces that it is plan-
ned to use this season double the
amount of advertising space used last
season. This policy is adopted in or-
der to overcome selling handicaps, im-
posed by war conditions, to properly
educate people as to the new co
plexion of buying problems and to es-
ablish the greap store still more firm-
ly in public esteem as a service institu-
tion. It is an example which the
wise will follow,—Exchange.

HGRSES DRAG
FARMER'S {IFELESS

advetrtising man-

FORM ACROSS FIELDS

.

DON, DROPS DEAD ON HAR-
ROW IN FIELD.

Fred Condon, aged 41 years,
a farmer residing about three miles
south and west of Smyrna, dropped
dead from a stroke of apoplexy at
about 10 o’clock Thursday forenoo
while engaged in harrowing a field of
land on his farm, preparatory to put-
ting in his erop of corn.  Although
Condon’s death is supposed to have
taken place at about 10 o'clock, the
time is merely problematical but the
team which he was working with wa-
observed standing at a gate leading

out of the field at about that time |

until noon, when his faithful wife,
fearinﬁ:omething wrong, went out to
see what was detaining Mr. Condon
from coming in to dinner,

‘Evidently, when Condon fell from
the attack of the apoplexy, he fell
directly across the.drag, or harrow,
to which the team was attached fo..
when his |ifeless body was found
was still lying acrosa the implement
with the hea
teeth of the drag. A tell .ale line
made by a dragging foot, gave mute
evidence of the place where the man
had been stricken. When he fell,
one line tightened up and the team,
econtinuing on its way, made a circuit-
nuﬁ l;l.‘tllt.':' to tihe far end ofhthe ﬂ:ld
and back again stopping when the
reached the gate, Tﬁc lmndin;

three of us ' team was seen by a number of pass-
ames’ cave. ershy but nothing was thought of it

We go out the road about two miles and no one investigated until the wife
then a mile up the railroad, then about became alarmed.

half a mile into the woods, It's real

Mr. Condon was born in Vergennes,

pretty, to the railroad and then there August 13, 1887, and on Nov, 23, 1904

is a level with two tracks and just was married to Miss Lulu Tower, and |

§1)M walking distances on each side. tor this union, one daughter, Mildred,
hen on one side is a real high bank was born, who with ner mother sur-

of quarry stone and there's

it
walls; then down a li??
other side is the Mississ
just grand, that's all.
place where they were blastin
rocks, [ never saw quarry roc
fore.

I We ::}nldn't“go more tlu:!d t=e
ength our sitting room inside the
cave, it's so dark and the bottom is

Phrouch. Then above J¢ 1o Sich
en above 8

and a ; down about a

half mile farther on is the lprluf. We

drank our fill. We took a fot

:Icmru;
ome at 1:

bank on the

t

tishes vives,
and grass growing all out over it so his parents and
ives one the impression of castle Frank Joslin of this «i

i river, It's ternoon at 2 o'clock from the resi-
e passed a dense and burial was made in Smyrna

the cemetﬁ-y.

bg- ley, officinted at the funeral.
runs wards Saginaw always breathe easier
banks after the sink hole near Sidney Is

of and al

'd
bath
af-

Condon’ is also surviv,

one sister, = Mrs.

ty.
The funeral was helffﬂaturday af-

Rev. H. 8. Ellis of Ash-

P. M. Track Settles.
Passengers on the P, M. going to-

rund. The track continues to settle
n one place of about 30 feet lo

h th of yards o
earth have

Kemp School Closes.

A very sticcessful year of school
was closed Friday, May 24 at the
Kemp schoolhouse by Miss Genevieve
Feyan.

A fine picnle dinner was enjoyed by

the ils, thei ents and ber
of guests rﬁﬁuﬁw s
were

number of yed.,

Those who have ron neither tardy
nor absent during the past school year
are: Florence Jacoby and
Scheid. This is a fine record, espec-
ially for little Ruth, who has over a
mile to school and was brave enough
to battle the great snow drifts and
floods of the past seasan.

reca1ved their reports

The ils
after -ﬂ}’& the happy dag was closed
by all singing “America.”

The aof Miss F the

dm‘imf
Eut year has been greatly ap ated

y her pupils and we are all glad to
know that she expects to return next
‘September.,

ALL MEN OF 2

RED CROSS CAM-

QUOTA OF $2,200 IS VERY NEAR-
LY DOUBLED AND MORE 18
COMING IN.

That Belding is no sl city is
again proved by the way in which
citizens “came across'” with cash
subscriptions in the Red Cross cam-
paign which closed on Saturday last,
nearly a 100 per cent ovmllﬁllt
tion of the guota of $2,200 alloted
this city being recorded,

The following communication from
Treasurer Puffer®throws light of a
geneal interest the matter and
shows in detail what the various ng-
ures for the city a‘re:

down in between the |

by |

- MUST REGISTER AT
THE GOURT HOLSE

|

|

‘JU.\'H 5 WILL BE IMPORTANT
DAY FOR ALL MEN WHO BE-
CAME 21 SINCE LAST JUNE.

_ June 6 will be an impgrtant day
{in the life of every young man in the
| United States—we mean those young

men who have become of the age of 21
’since June 6, 1917, because on that day
r!hlu year, every young fellow who

has become of age, will have to go to
| the courthouse at lonia and register.
| This means that every who be-

came of the age of 21 between June

6, 1917 and June 5, 1918, both dates
|inclulive. will have to register for

military service.

Adjutant General John J. Bersey
emphasizes the fact that there is just
as much business meant in the coming
registration as there was in the one
| of June 5, 1917 and to evade the pro-
visions of the law by not registering,

as requiredd‘ or assisting anyone else | ;1

{to evad® the provisions of the law
will be met with a severe penalty—a
|long term in one of the federal pris-
ons.

| The registration this year instead
of taking place in the towgu.hipn. wardsg
| or precincts in which the young man
| lives will be held in the ecourt house
at lonia and will be before the local
|draft Board for the county. This
i board will also pass on exemption and
| deferred classifieation.

It is expected that this registration
will add more than 40,000 men to
Michigan’s list of draft men, the
number of which was last year 377,-
[179.  The vew registration will add
close to one million men to tne draf

The bill a thoriaingugho registra.
tion provides that m registered
under it shall be placed at hte bottom
lof the lists of those classgs to which
|they are to be assigned.

_All those who find themselves com-
| ing under the provisions of the new
1lnw must present themselves at the
court house, lonia, upstairs rooms of
| the draft board, e rooms will be
|open from B o'clock in the forenoon
until the same hour at night.

Owing to the fact that a great many
|of the young men will not be able to
get to Jomia convenigptly the board
suggests and a a strongly
owners of automobiles to take loads
of loeal young men down to the
county seat for registration. Train
service from Belding is ver ood
for this event, however, and the boys
from this vicinity can leave here on
the 11:39 a. m. train for lonia and
-after registering, Jfturn on the
train arriving here about 4:15 p, m.

Obituary—Andrew Pawsen

. Andrew Paulsen was born in Nor-
| way, November 18, 1861. When nine
years of age he came with his parents
to this country, setiling in Winfield
township, Montealm county, where he
spent practically all of his remaining
{years of life. He was married to
| Miss Bertha Dormun, of this city, at
| Howard City, May 21, 1899. The wid-
| together with four brohers and three
sisters syrvive to mourn the logs of a
loving husband ond - brother. His
| death took rluce Saturday, May 18 and
{the lunéral, which was officiated at
by the Rev. P. Ray Norton, was held
from thke residence, Monday afternoon
Mey 20, Burial was made in River
\ridirt- cemetery.

Gave the Boys Sendoff.

A large crowd gathered at the P, M.
depot yesterday noon to give the
boys Jeaving for Camp Custer a fit-
ting Sendoff. Cmptain Hubbell and

and the Belding
band under George Holmes were out
and it was the firsf time any of the
nn!s!.ed or drafted men were given a
R:l lie ovation. Mayor Fales, on be-

f of the board of commerce, g:—
sented the bugm:ho left with a box
of to go frown“hm

to tio

The Red Cross drive in the uw
Belding has closed with the very
response yet shown in a war cam-
paign within our city. It will be
gratifying to our townspeopld to
know that so large a percentage of
the people participated. It is report-
ed that practicall embody did
something. Tha the g will shown
by a ready response by subscrip

in many cases accompnanied mo-
ney, was so general as to lead us to
believe that the city is becoming
oughly awdkened with an earnest
sire to cooperate with our government
and is no longer a matter.of doubt.
The work was completed in record
time Showimi‘ that the ofﬁmn' tm
which Miss Florence Washburn

the committee of ladies in charge of
the Red Cross work had formed, did
its work in an exceptionally efficient
fashion,

The Sunday schools of L
churches responded first, then came on
the following Monday the house to
house canvass with

Third ward, $1,870.20, making &
contribution to the American
Cross contributed 'by the people of the
city of Belding of $3,201.0 .
is amount was added a check
$1,000.00 by M. M. Belding,
the grand total of $4,201.26 contrib-
uted by this city to the Red Cross.
This. it will appear, is $2,000 above
our quota whic wn‘&&ﬁ)ﬂ. "
The committee wishes to extend,
through this column, thanks to every
one who participated in the fam
and lent their aid in any way in
success of this present

most m
| CRUSE,

The Modern Woodmen were the
first to contribute as a lodgerto this
fund, . o : g

This report is not final but includbs
only up to Monday night.

F. A. Puffer,
Treasurer.

L]

The contribution of $1,000 by M. M.
Belding of New York, was entirely
unlooked for and came as a complete
surprise to the committee, It onl
goes to show the love which Mr. Beld-
ing still holds for this city and there
is not a loyal person in this city but
who will recognize it as such and ap-
preciate the contribution very mu

The following is a letter of thanks

sent by the local committee to Mr.
Belding in recognition of the dona-
n: y
“Belding, Mich., May 28, 1918,
“Mr. M. M. Belding,

“New York City.

“Dear Sir: As directors of ﬁho
Red Cross society for the city 'of
Belding, we wish to acknowledge the
receipt of 4our munificent contribu-
tion of 81, to the Second Red Cross
war fund and we desire most
behalf of our local Red Cross o
zation, but in the name of our soldiers
and sailors whom this money may re-
lieve or save.

“Most sincerelyjyours.

“H. J. Leonard.
“Florence Washburn.”

A Red Cross display in the E. C.

Lloyd store windows helped materialiy

in creat'ng interest and raising funds
for the success of the campaign. :

Philathea Class Had Outing.

The Philathea class of the Metho-
dist Sunday school have a social event
cach month, the date for May came
Baturd-f. the 25th. The morni
wag a little cloudy frightenin
tim.d_ones _but » morry load o
Lruvel spirit= lcft town at"7 o'clock
and enjoyed to the full the
mom’nsrd ride. Na::? was at

pst and everyone oyed
out to Qakfield Center to the
Mrs. Stpltz, mother of two of
members, We received a cordial
come and were handed the keys
home, found fishing wnoles and
ot gores :: ﬁm grounds,
our way ng
turning in time for dinner,
bunch. We found tables sp
tempting food and we al
Mrs. Stultz knows how teo
for a crowd. In the
went up to the Gleaner hall
the Oakfiald I.:)ie.i:lm
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PAIGN GOES WELL
“ONER THE TOP"

ly to exrms our thanks not only in

Y

-

1

rive, also to
| the people of the city, who so gener-
| ously subscribed to




